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Julie Dyar 

Medicare Part D is the prescription drug coverage available to people who are  
covered under Medicare.   Every year Medicare beneficiaries have the opportunity to  
compare their personal drug list with the plans available and find the plan that offers 
the best coverage for their drugs in the coming year.  This is the Part D open 
enrollment period, which this year runs from November 15th through December 
31st. 
 

While Part D is governed by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services just like 
Medicare Part A  & Part B, it is actually private insurance an individual purchases 
from an insurance company.   This can make understanding Part D somewhat 
complicated as it works a little differently than either the rest of Medicare or 
traditional insurance. 
 

Some major differences in Part D from the other parts of Medicare and 
traditional insurance are that you do not obtain or change your Part D coverage by 
contacting your local social security office but by purchasing coverage through a 
private insurance carrier.  And, unlike traditional insurance where remaining loyal to 
one carrier can keep your rates down over time, loyalty to an insurance brand for 
Part D coverage has no effect on the rates you may be charged from year to year.  
Also,  the coverage included in individual plans can change dramatically each year. 
 

All of these factors make it  a good idea to take the time during open enrollment to 
see if your current plan is really going to be the best coverage in the upcoming year.   
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 The easiest way to compare plans  is to go to www.medicare.gov.   There you can input your 
personal drug list and the plan finder will locate the plans available in your area and sort them by lowest annual 
cost to greatest annual cost.  You can even enroll in the plan of your choice directly from the plan finders results. 
 

If all of that just seems too complicated and you really want to make sure you are getting the best plan for your 
needs, you can contact our office and our certified 
Medicare counselor will help you find the plan 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŜƭǇ ƭƻƴƎ  
distance caregivers find a plan for their loved one 
who lives out of state.    
 
If you need to enroll for Part D coverage, have 
questions about your current coverage, have 
questions about Medicare in general, or need  
information on how to get help paying for your 
Medicare Part B or Part D premiums, please 
contact our office at 463-6177 and our certified 
Medicare counselor will be happy to help you. 

In honor of November also being ���o�Ì�Z���]�u���Œ�[�•�����]�•�����•�����D�}�v�š�Z��we are featuring a great resource here in our own 
ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ !ƭŀǎƪŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ WǳƴŜŀǳ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǘŀŦŦŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎΣ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ  ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΣ 
Amber Smith.  Amber is hosting several events in November that will be of great benefit to anyone dealing with a 
ƭƻǾŜŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŘŜƳŜƴǘƛŀǎΦ   

�d�Z�������o�Ì�Z���]�u���Œ�[�•���W�Œ�}�i�����š��- Learn more about research and caregiving in this HBO 4-part documentary series 

aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ !ƭŀǎƪŀ омлл /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ 5ǊƛǾŜΣ оǊŘ ŦƭƻƻǊ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ wƻƻƳΦ 
 

Monday, November 1st, Noon - 1:30 
ά¢ƘŜ aŜƳƻǊȅ [ƻǎǎ ¢ŀǇŜǎέ 

 

Monday, November 8th, Noon - 1:30 
άDǊŀƴŘǇŀΣ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ L ŀƳΚέ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊƛŀ {ƘǊƛǾŜǊ 

 

Monday, November 15th,  Noon - 1:30 
ά/ŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎέ 

 

Memory Screening Day - Wednesday, November 17th, 9:00am - рΥллǇƳΣ  !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ !ƭŀǎƪŀ 

3100 Channel Drive, Suite 19.  Walk-ins accepted or call for an appointment - 586-6044. 
 

2010 Research Forum featuring Dr. Joseph Quinn - Dr. Quinn will discuss standards for diagnosing          

!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎΣ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ 
providers to learn more about the disease and to participate in a question and answer session.  
Friday, November 12th,  Noon - 2:00pm,  Juneau Arts and Culture Center -   350 Whittier St  (The old Armory) 
 

Free and open to the public 


